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NORTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 


On July 25, 1954 the Session of the North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia unanimously 
adopted the following resolution: 


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Session of North Avenue Presbyterian 
Church to make known its attitude concerning the proposed union of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. (South), the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. (North), and the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America, and 


WHEREAS, we hold in deep affection and esteem our brothers-in-Christ 
of these other two churches; but 


WHEREAS, it is our belief that this proposed union threatens the absorp- 
tion of our southern church and the loss of our identity due to no provision 
being made for regional administrative autonomy, and threatens the distinctive 
and wholesome contribution of the more conservative theological and social 
emphasis of our denomination, and 


WHEREAS, we believe that the present day ecumenical trend toward 
bigness and oneness will not necessarily result in more souls actually being 
saved for Christ or in a more effective witness to the unity of the church or in 
the impact of the church on the divided and sinful world, 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Session of the North Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church does hereby declare itself as opposed to such proposed union. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this resolution be published in our 
Church Bulletin for the information and guidance of the members of our Church. 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery Met July 2lst and voted on 


mp the. Plan of Union with 6 votes for the Plan and 42 votes 


against it. 
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY 
DID NOT APPROVE PLAN OF UNION 


(The following letter from the I tce Moderator 
of the 1954 United Presbyterian Assembly is most 
revealing as to what actually took place at the As- 
sembly.—H.B.D. ) 


THE WOODLAND UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
S. 66th Street and Woodland Ave. 
Philadelphia, 42, Penna. 


July 7, 1954 


EDITOR SCUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Editor: 


I have yours of the 3d at hand, requesting my im- 
pressions of the matter of Church Union with refer- 
ence to our denomination. 1 am not too conversant 
with the situation as it exists all over our Church and 
certainly would not venture any predictions. 


However as you suggest, the press reports of our 
vote at the Akron Assembly were misleading. I think 
I can recall exactly what took place and you can draw 
your own conclusions. After the report was read, the 
first recommendation was presented. (1 wonder if 
you have a report of the joint Committee on Presby- 
terian union). It recommended that the Assembly 
receive, AND APPROVE THE PLAN (caps are 
mine) and send it down to.the Presbyteries in over- 
ture for their vote. The Assembly debated tor more 
than an hour over the words “approve the plan.” 
This was lost by a vote of something like 145 to 
103. In other words 103 of us were not willing 
to go on record as approving. Since it requires a 
2/3 vote of Assembly to submit any action in over- 
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ture, | pointed out to the Assembly that if some who 
had voted against the amendment were not willin 
to change their vote, it was clear that with 10 
registering their disapproval there could be nothing 
at all sent down for presbyterial vote. After some 
parlimentary manoeuvering, action was taken to 
eliminate the words and approve the plan” and this 
passed by a good majority. The vote was then taken 
to send down in overture and went through with a 
very few opposing. It was plain from the start that 
the Assembly did not wish to bottle up the plan, for 
there was really no debate upon the plan itself. 


r 
—_ 
) 
5 


After that, the second recommendation was con- 
sidered. This recommendation had no right to be 
offered. It was a year too soon, if it should have been 
offered even then. It was out of place, and in my 
judgment was put there only that the Joint Commit- 
tee would have something to crow about, since they 
felt reasonably sure each assembly would send it for 
vote of the presbyteries. The Committee might also 
have felt the added impetus of such a recommenda- 
tion would help in getting a favorable vote. Besides 
it would be more sure of passage since it did not it 
volve sending to the Presbyteries and would requir 
only a majority vote to pass it, the which they felt 
sure of obtaining in all three churches. It was debated 
for a while, and clearly pointed out that such a res 
lution had no binding force whatever, and the stat 
ment was made more than once that the resolutio: 
was out of place and inconsequential. By this tim 
the brethren were a bit tired of debate, and knowin; 
that the matter must be settled by the presbyteri« 
anyway, rather hurriedly voted all the rest of the r 
port approved. This vote was about 200 to 40. | 
quoting any of these vores, | am only approximatin 
with the exception of the 103 mentioned, before. 


The assumption of the union advocates is that thi 
latter vote best indicates the feeling of the church an 
have so publicised it. But when the latter vote wa 
taken it was after a rather tiring parlimentary skirm 
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. and knowing that the second recommendation had 
force, but must await the action of the presby- 
ies, it was sent through with little consideration 
| per se. To me, the 103 who refused to vote approval 


rtainly carries significance. | am sure | am correct 
; saying it was a big surprise to the whole body to 
S see SO many refusing approval. I know it was to me, 


> and also to those who were in favor of union. It has 
i used me personally to wonder whether or not the 
in can be passed in our Church. When more than 
two thirds of our presbyteries have voted and a ma- 


B jority vote of all individual members of presbyteries 

§ is recorded then the next Assembly will have to enact 

» the union, again by a two thirds majority. Had next 

} vear been this one, this certainly would not have been 
done 


You have asked me for a brief statement. Am sorry 
this has run on so long, but it was either all or noth 
ing, and I believe you will agree. 





ho There was another matter bearing on this one also, 
ng if you will have patience with me. For several years 
I3 the U.P. Church has been bothered by the heavy 
ng  § verbiage of the church membership covenant which 
ne { all new members are to take upon being admitted 
0 § into membership of a congregation. During this 


time two Assembly Committees were appointed to 
revise the wording so that the covenant would not 
a need so much explaining. Individuals, churches, and 
presbyteries all proposed changes, or whole new state- 
ments. Assembly's Committee this year came up with 

a report which was rejected, and an entirely new Com- 

mittee of the Assembly itself was appointed to see 
n- what it could do. When this Committee came up 
be | with its report, a complete re-statement of the mem- 


en bership covenant, (I was presiding at the time) to 
ny my astonishment, it was adopted by the Assembly 
it- with ONE dissenting vote. Now this statement, so 
ey adopted, is one which I am sure you and any other 
of | evangelical would approve. I will enclose a copy, if 
SO I can lay hands on one. 

la- ; 

es | But my point is, that when compared with the 


statement proposed for new members in the Plan of 
Union, I cannot see how any person will be willing 
to vote for the Plan of Union, if they have been a 
ed stickler for astronger form of covenant. The covenant 
in the plan of union leaves out so much. No mention 
of sin or need of forgiveness is involved, no mention 
of the Scriptures—the diety of Christ is there only 





Very Sincerely Yours, 


Vincent D. Beckett, 
Vice Moderator 
United Presbyterian Assembly 


MEMBERSHIP COVENANT ADOPTED AT THE 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, AKRON, OHIO, 1954 


|. Do you believe in the one living and true God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit as revealed in the 
Scriptures? 


2. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments are the Word of God, and that 
they tell us without error what we should believe 
and how we should live? 


3. Do you realize your guilt and helplessness as a 
sinner against God, confess your need of salva- 
tion, and accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and 
submit your life to Him as your Lord in all 
things? 


i. Do you promise the Lord Jesus Christ that you 
will be loyal to His Church; that you will share 
faithfully in the public worship of God, that you 
will partake obediently of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, that you will give to the Church 
your regular financial support as the Lord may 
prosper you, and that you will render service to 
the Lord Jesus in and through His Church? 


5. Do you promise to use faithfully such opportuni- 
ties for Christian growth as prayer, Bible study, 
and Christian fellowship? 


6. Do you make this profession of your faith and 
purpose in the presence of God and in humble 
reliance upon His grace? 





Christian Observer 
Presbyterian Outlook 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Dear Brethren: 


For your information I desire to make the follow- 
ing statement in case you desire to publish it. 


“The Ad Interim Committee, appointed by the 








n by implication etc. Well it remains to be seen how 1954 General Assembly to prepare a statement to be 
consistent our membership will show themselves to sent to the churches setting forth the leading argu- 
‘ | be, I cannot but think this will have a bearing on the ments by those who favor Union and those who do 
‘ way the vote goes the first of next year. not favor it, have met twice during the past month. 
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The material for this brochure has been practically 
completed and should be available within the next 
thirty days. 


The Stated Clerk will mail copies to ministers and 
clerks of sessions. Members of the church desiring 
copies should write to Dr. E. C. Scott, 341 Ponce de 
Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Georgia.” 


John R. Richardson, 


Secretary - Ad Interim Committee 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville 
North Carolina 


Dear Sirs: 


At the instruction of the General Assembly’s Per 
manent Committee on Cooperation and Union, I am 
enclosing a copy of a Memorial to Dr. Thomas K. 
Young which was adopted by the Committee at its 
first meeting following Dr. Young's death. 


If it is in harmony with your policies, it is the re- 
quest of the Committee that you publish this Me- 
morial to a man who served the General Assembly so 
faithfully in so many ways. 


Cordially yours, 


Frank H. Caldwell 
Chairman 
FHC: gm 


enc. 


Memorial On Thomas K. Young 


Permanent Committee on Cooperation and Union 
July 2, 1954 


At the last meeting of our Committee on March 
10, 1954, we were distressed to receive from our be- 
loved colleague and Chairman, Thomas K. Young, a 
telegram notifying us of his illness as the reason for 
his absence. Shortly afterward, on March 23, the 
hearts of all of us were saddened by the news of his 
death. 


For forty-three years Dr. Young had been a faithful 
minister of the Gospel in our church. Many honors 
and responsibilities had come to him at the hands of 
his brethren. The honors were received in Christian 
humility and the responsibilities were discharged with 
Christian fidelity. Whether presiding over the Gen- 
eral Assembly as its Moderator or ministering to the 
humblest parishioner, he reflected the gracious spirit 
of his Lord and Master. 


Since 1938, he had represented the Synod of Ten- 
messee as a member of the General Assembly's Per- 
manent Committee on Cooperation and Union, serv- 
ing as its Chairman since 1950. Earnestly he believed 
in the union of our Presbyterian Chmrches for the 
more effective fulfillment of their mission under 
God. Under his hand much of the present Plan of 
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Union was written. Its approval was a vision which 
he cherished and an objective toward which he !a. 


bored. 


We give thanks to God for the privilege of his 
comradeship. In deep sympathy we share with his 
family and his congregation in their sorrow and loss, 
In rededication to our responsibilities, we respond to 
the cherished memory of this friend of man and 
servant of God who was more than conqueror, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


Frank H. Caldwell, Secretary 





f EDITORIAL } 
The Spider Weaves On 


World Communism has won another victory. We 
may try to disguise our chagrin by saying we could 
not defend an unenlightened French colonialism. But, 
the fact remains that millions of the inhabitants of 
French Indo-China hate and fear Communism as do 
their brothers already behind the curtains in China, 
North Korea and Eastern Europe. 


Communism won another victory because a deca 
dent West, personified by France, sat down at a con 
ference table and accepted a compromise by which yet 
additional millions come under the despotism of 
regime and an ideology which is hell-inspired. 


Some of our friends were both surprised and shock 
ed when we took exception to the so-called ‘Let 
ter To Presbyterians”, issued by the General Council 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. last October and 
approved by the recent General Assembly of that 
Church. Our attention was called to the unqualified 
denunciation of Communism embodied in that letter 
We were reminded that the New York Times editor 
ially praised it as one of the greatest anti-communist 
documents ever produced. 


Why did we so strongly object to this letter? Why 
do we still consider that it embodies a fatal philos 
ophy? 


We deplore that letter for the identical reason that 
the Communist Daily Worker praised it by publish 
ing it in full in its columns. The reason is this 
Communism will submit to any amount and any de 
gree of abuse if only we are willing to recognize it as 
worthy of a seat around a conference table. 

It is this fatal willingness on the part of the free 
world which is proving our undoing. It is this fata 
admission which makes that letter to Presbyterians so 
dangerous. 


We quote: “Let us always be ready to meet around 
a conference table with the rulers of Communisti 
countries and let us reason togeth 
er” was the word of God to Israel through the Pro 
phet Isaiah. We should meet them officially, 


. is ome, nou . 


what 
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er their ignominious record, and regardless of the 
tfering they may have caused us.” 


If the writer is mistaken, then he is guilty of both 
id judgment and also of unjustly criticizing the con- 
dered statement of his Christian brethren. But, if he 

right, the philosophy embodied in that letter and 
eing translated into our national and foreign policies 
vill lead to national disaster unless changed. 


Furthermore, in our opinion the use of that par- 
ticular quotation from the Scriptures is more than un- 
fortunate—it is a perversion of the first degree. 
Isaiah was urging an erring Israel to return to the 
Lord and to accept His gracious reasoning. On the 
other hand, this philosophy would have us to reason 
and confer with His enemies, enemies whose an- 
nounced plan is to enslave the world and bring it 
under anti-Christian and Godless control. 


Already they have one-third of the world’s peoples 
ensnared. To change our policy will mean a com- 
plete revision of our present trend. It will demand a 
courageous decision for which America may yet be 
unprepared. It is a time when Christians need to 
pray for spiritual insight, moral courage and true 
Christian statesmanship 


—L. N. B. 


The spider weaves on. 


We are saved—and we live 
By Grace Alone 


There is no substitute for a Christian faith based 
on God's revealed truth. But, there is also no substi- 
tute for a Christian life, a life lived in accordance 
with God's will 


Let the evangelical, in his zeal for loyalty to the 
supernatural Christian concept, be equally zealous for 
a life which is daily consistent with the faith he pro- 
tesses. 





We have come in contact with some people who 
would go to any length to affirm their orthodoxy, but 
whose daily lives did not show either God's trans- 
forming grace or His daily presence and power. 


At the same time we have met men whose theo- 
logical liberalism was only too well known who at 
the same time have exhibited many christian graces 
not to be found in some of their more orthodox 
brethren. 


Unless there is a proper relationship of faith and 
works something is wrong. We have known Con- 
fucian scholars whose outward lives were models of 
rectitude and propriety. But, they were not Chris- 
tians. We have also known professional Fundamen- 
talists who were so lacking in love, courtesy and con- 
sideration as to bring grief to their fellow Christians. 


Surely the Bible makes it abundantly plain that 
our salvation is dependent on nothing save faith in 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and His atoning work 
for our sins. But, the same Bible makes it just as 
plain that as God gives the grace for daily living He 
expects us to appropriate to ourselves that grace and 
to live lives which show forth the transforming 
power, presence and fruitage of the Holy Spirit. 


Only when we are experiencing both of these works 
of God's grace—salvation and empowering—can we 


—L.N.B. 


hope to honor Him in our lives. 





Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
Christian Scholarship 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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We Invite Your Inquiry 
MANITOWOC CHURCH 





GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- 
rial, and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew——comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting 
satisfactory service. 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 


FURNITURE Co. — WAUKESHA, WIS. 
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The Proposed Presbyterian 


Church Union 


BY JUDGE FRANK W. SMITH 


(Judge of the 27th Judicial Circuit of Virginia 
and Presbyterian Elder of the Buchanan 
First Presbyterian Church, 

Grundy, Virginia) 


Ministers as well as laymen of the church disagree 
on the subject of the proposed union of the Northern, 
Southern and United Presbyterian churches. Fairness 
requires that both sides of this issue be given equal 
opportunity to be heard, and the church papers and 
pulpits should not be used predominantly as a forum 
for those who favor such union 


Prejudice should not be used in any respect for 
or against union. It is no more right to employ the 
use of the word prejudice in such a way as to be an 
attempt to make it appear that all Southerners who 
are against the proposed union are prejudiced than it 
is right to use prejudice by any other less subtle 
means. Regardless of how false the accusation of be- 
ing prejudiced may be, no person enjoys being ac- 
cused, and when so employed it has the effect of 
causing many people to hesitate in expressing them- 
selves in Opposition to the proposed union because 
they do not want to become victims of the well known 
modern methods of accusation, even though their 
opposition is entirely free from prejudice and is based 
solely upon their belief in adherence to fundamental 
principles and practices which they are not 
surrender. 


willing to 


The proposed plan of union appears to be a com- 
promise agreement between the Northern church of 
about 2,500,000 members, the United church of about 
300,000 members and our Southern church of about 
700,000 members. While the agreement purports to 
be a settlement of certain differences between these 
churches, this settlement is effective only for a short 
time as specified in the agreement. Once the union 
is formed and the specified time has elapsed, the 
overwhelming majority will be in the hands of the 
Northern churches. Can any sensible person have 
any doubt about the fact that this overwhelming ma- 
jority will rule? When that time arrives the General 
Assembly, which is the highest court of the church, 
will be in the hands of those who conform to the 
beliefs and practices of the Northern church. It is no 
wonder that the Northern churches are almost unan- 
imously in favor of the proposed plan. It could more 
properly be called the proposed plan of surrender, for 
in truth and in fact the practical result of this plan 
will be our submission to the will of the Northern 
churches, which in the end is tantamonnt to joining 
the Northern church. Those who wich to join the 


Northern church should frankly state t><ir desire to 
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do so and not resort to a camouflaged process of tak 
ing others with them who do not share that desire 


No Christian hestitates to say that the will of God 
should be followed, but we should not make the mis 
take of undertaking to say who is first in His king 
dom or, in other words, who is favored in His king 
dom with superior knowledge of what the will of 
God is. The often quoted passages of scripture by 
those who favor church union are evidently quoted by 
them for the purpose of conveying the idea that what 
is meant thereby is organic union, when obviously 
those passages have reference to spiritual unity. “No 
true Christian questions the fact of the spiritual 
brotherhood of man under God through Jesus the 
Christ and that by the gift of the Holy Spirit ther: 
is brought about spiritual unity of all true Christians 
with God and with each other. But this does not 
mean that we all must in the flesh belong to one 
organic body, belong to one physical organization, be 
of the same social strata, or feel called upon to mix 
the blood of different races in order that we may 
dwell together in organic union, or that there be but 
one organic church 


History makes us aware of the examples of large 
and powerful organizations of men of both church 
and state which have wrecked upon the theory of and 
belief in the power of their own organization and 
strength. The kingdom of God was not* emphasized 
by Christ as being dependent upon the magnitude of 
physical organization or power. The greatest advance 
ment and spread of Christianity over the world was 
not brought about by the largest and most powerful 
church organization, but rather by the breaking away 
of men who protested against the power of that or- 
ginization and the formation of numerous smalle: 
and less materialistic ones who dared to live by and 
put greater faith in that which is spiritual. Biblical 
examples tell us of how God frowned upon leaders of 
his people putting too much faith in men and num- 
bers, even though they were organized into an army 
and ready to go out and fight on the side of God's 
people, until their numbers were reduced to the ex 
tent that they had to rely not upon the power or thei: 
organization but solely upon the power of the spirit 
of God 


The theory that a cause must be advanced by more 
and more centralized organization has been and stil! 
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the enemy of political and religious freedom. Every 
iler ot the past, whether he be called king, emperor, 
ctator or pope, who has sought to crush political 
d religious freedom, has done so through the effect- 
ve and powerful organization of men. Today, the 
ar of the power and domination of such organiza- 
ms is the chief cause of the condition of fear and 
ril in which the world finds itself. Some say that 
e greatest threat to liberty is in the powerful cen- 
lized communist union on the one hand and the 
ighty centralized Roman Catholic union on the 
ther. They are feared because of their control over 
1e minds and bodies of men in great numbers 
through organic union. So the rest of the world 
would follow their example, even though with many 
is done unwittingly, by putting great faith in 
greater organization and centralization of power in 
both state and church. By decree of the central gov- 
ernment in Washington, the long established prin- 
ciples of our constitutional government are thrown 
to the winds, and the inherent sovereign rights of the 
individual States and the people within their borders 
to govern themselves in matters never granted by 
them to the Federal government are usurped. 


Following the same trend and belief in more and 
more power through organic union, the General As- 
sembly of the Southern Presbyterian Church, follow- 
ing the leadership of ecclesiarchs who possess no legal 
qualifications to speak on such legal affairs of state, 
lauds such unauthorized usurpation of power by the 
Federal government as a commendable step. It thus 
becomes crystal clea: that what has taken place in the 
centralization of political power is also being advo 
cated by those who put great faith in a more power- 
ful and centralized church government. 


Those who sponsor the belief in a larger and more 
powerful organic church union have realized that, 
until there is some semblance of such union between 
the Northern and Southern churches, the churches ot 
the South are free and independent. They may tell 
us that the faith of our fathers is outmoded, that 
fundamental principles should be changed to be in 
keeping with modern ideas, and that the beloved tra- 
ditions of our churches of the Southland should be 
forgotten; but they can not by decree of the highest 
court of the church make us conform to their wishes 
So with that realization they have set about with fore- 
sight and keenness of intellect, taking advantage of 
the opportunity afforded them by the industrializa 
tion of the South, to use the well known but not easily 
recognized methods of infiltration and indoctrination 
mong the people of the South. They skillfully ad- 
vance the idea that prejudice exists only in the South 
mong native Southern people; that organic and so- 
cial union means the same thing as spiritual union 
ind that Southern Christians are morally sick if they 
yppose conditions which would encourage mongrel- 
zation of races; they infiltrate Southern religious in- 
stitutions with theories inconsistent with our accepted 
fundamental beliefs in the meaning of the Holy 
Scriptures; they concentrate upon the indoctrination 


f certain individuals in positions of influence in the 
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Southern church who in turn try to persuade us that 
those who do not think as they think are not enlight- 
ened; and when they deem the time is ripe they 
adroitly come with a plan of purported compromise 
which to the average layman is deceptive as to its real 
meaning and ultimate purpose. Once the proposed 
union is put into effect and the days of grace have 
passed, we of the Southern churches will be dom- 
inated by the will of the people of the Northern 
churches with the result that, unless we then believe 
as we will then be told to believe and practice those 
things which we will then be told to practice, we 
will no longer be able to remain Presbyterians by 
name when a decree of the highest church court rules 
out our beliefs and condemns our practices. We must 
not shut our eyes to the consequences of disrupting 
the churches of the South. We must open our eyes 
and see the realistic view and be not misled by those 
who try to make us believe that the proposed union 
is necessarily God's will or that His kingdom will be 
advanced by an attempted organic union, covering 
vast areas widely separated and having existing con- 
ditions and problems which are very different, dom- 
inated and controlled by the churches of only one 
area whose members do not have the proper under- 
standing of the people and their problems in other 
areas. 


There are some reasons of expedience for as well 
iS against a proposed union, but let not what is in 
reality the surrender of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church into the hands of the Northern church be 
cloaked in the disguise of the proposed plan of union. 
But, what is far more important, let not professing 
Christians be tempted to put too great faith in the 
power of men and numbers and forget the lessons of 
the past. Our faith in the church should be in that 
which is spiritual, and if the churches are to win 
the impending battles for religious freedom they 
must do so by emphasizing the power of spiritual 
union, for only in such union is it possible for men 
to dwell together in peace without the disrupting in- 
fluences of the selfish ambitions of men to impose 
their will upon others. How much more important it 
is that a campaign be launched for spiritual unity in 
which Southern Presbyterians as well as those of the 
other churches may unite and with loyal hearts, con- 
sistent thoughts and fervent spirit join in the singing 
of that grand old hymn of the church: “Faith of our 
fathers, holy faith, we will be true to thee, till death.” 





NOTICE! 


To Those Who Are Concerned About The 

Preservation And Continuation Of The 

Evangelical Witness And Work Of The 
Southern Presbyterian Church 


If you join in this concern—a vital and pressing 
matter at this time—make your plans to attend the 
annual meeting of this group in Weaverville, N. C., 
beginning at 10:00 o'clock in the morning on Wed- 
nesday, August 18. 




















SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR AUGUST 15. 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Self- Discipline For Growth 


(Temperance ) 


Background Scripture: Matthew 16:24- 
25; I Corinthians 9:24-27; II] Timothy 2:3- 
5; Hebrews 12:1-4. Devotional Reading: Ex- 
odus 20:1-17. 


When a brick-mason is building a wall he corrects and plumbs it with his level every once in a while; he 


does not trust his eye; the wall must be straight. 


The Ten Commandments are a splendid level with which 


sp 


to correct and straighten our lives. The best way to prove that a thing is crooked is to place it beside a per 


fectly straight line. 
how crooked we are. 


The Ten Commandments, (see Devotional Read- 
ing) is composed of a list of “Thou shalt nots.” It 
is rather fashionable in our day to say that we must 
not talk of “Don’t do this, and don’t do that,” but to 
stress the positive side; “Do this, and do that.” | 
would rather trust the infinite wisdom of God Who 
gave the Ten Commandments, than the wisdom of 
our modern educators. However, the positive side 
of these commands is brought out in the Summary 
of the Ten; Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and soul and mind and strength, and, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
hang all the Law and the prophets. If we have hearts 
full of love to God, and love to men, it will not be 
hard to keep the other commands. 

We need to discipline ourselves by the Law, just 
as a carpenter uses his rule and square. He does not 
stop building, but he constantly checks his work to 
see if he is getting it right. So with us in our growth 
as Christians; we are to grow, but we want to grow 
straight, and tall, and strong. What are some of the 
ways in which we can discipline ourselves? 


l. “Renounce Self’: The Great Surrender: 
Matthew 16:24-25 


Self-discipline begins with self-renunciation: Say 
NO to himself. Ever since sin came into the human 
heart, sin and self have been almost synonymous, for 
selfishness lies at the basis of sin. When we are re- 
generated a change takes place; it is no longer self 
but Christ on the throne. When Saul of Tarsus met 
Jesus on the road to Damascus he surrendered com- 
pletely to his new Master; Lord, what wouldst thou 
have me to do? He says of himself, For me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain. It was life through 
Christ, life in Christ, life for Christ, life with Christ. 
He could have sung the hymn, Jesus is all the world 
to me. 


The “cross” is something which we voluntarily 
“take up” for the sake of Christ; it is not some small 
trial or affliction which we are called upon to bear 


along with the balance of mankind 


Lenski says: 
This word (cross) has grown too familiar because 
of constant use. It is a mistake to call all our suffer- 
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The Law of God is holy, just, and good. When we place our lives alongside it we see 
The Law is our schoolmaster, to bring us to Christ, that we may be saved by grace. 





ings a cross. The wicked have many sorrows, but no 
Crosses. 


| 


The cross is that suffering which results 
from our faithful connection with Christ. And Jesus 
here intimates that each disciple will have his share 
of such suffering.’ 


“Let him be following me.” (Lenski’s translation) 
“Let no one think of changing the course of Jesus 
which leads to the cross but only of following Him 
with our cross. Godet says that when travelling three 
things are necessary: first, to say farewell (to self); 
secondly, to carry our baggage (the cross); thirdly, 
to proceed with the journey (follow me). The only 
question concrns our will to make the journey’ 
(Lenski) “If any man will come after me;” He is 
calling upon us to make the Great Surrender, and 
begin the journey with Him 


This is the only way to “save our life.” 
low self we will end in disaster 


If we fol- 
Look at the thou- 
sands of lives which prove this simple, and yet pro- 
found, assertion of Jesus. No man is strong enough, 
or wise enough, or good enough, to steer his life to a 
successful end. We will have to place the tiller in 
other, and more competent, hands, even the Hands of 
the Great Pilot, and say in the words of the well 
known hymn, “Jesus Saviour, pilot me.” Is the Pilot 
in charge of your life and mine? 


Il. Winning the Prize: 
I Corinthians 9:24-27 


“So run that ye may obtain.” 


That is what every 
runner desires. 


The prize in the earthly race was a 
crown—an olive wreath, or something perishable; the 
crown we are seeking is the imperishable crown of 
life. In the earthly race only one could win; in the 
heavenly race all who run worthily will win. 


The one who runs here on earth denies himself 
He restrains his appetite; he is careful about the kind 
of food he eats; he has his daily practice and exercise 
He wants his body to be in the best condition for 
running the race on the set day. How much more 
important for us to keep our bodies in subjection 
Our fleshly appetites and passions are often detri- 
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ntal to our spiritual well-being. Sin of any kind 
| keep us from doing our best in the race. 


Paul wanted to be sure of winning the prize in 

; heavenly race. He was careful to “practice what 

preached.” He did not want to be rejected, or 

approved, at last, when he had preached to others. 
Here is a note of warning for all of us who preach, 

teach. It is possible for us to tell others how to 

, the race, and fail to run it ourselves. 

Obeyine the Rules: 

Timothy 2:3-5 

In every game, or race, or Contest, there are cer- 
iin “rules” which we have to follow. Paul illustrates 
this by the example of a soldier and an athlete. He 
lived at a time when soldiers and athletes were in 
evidence everywhere. 


Take the case of the soldier. He does not expect 
his career to be an easy or soft one; he looks forward 
to hardships as a matter of course. There is the 
basic training” which he must have before he is fit 
to take part in the fighting. I suppose they had this 
in Paul's day. It is certainly stressed in these modern 
times. The men who are drafted, or who volunteer, 
go through a course of rigid discipline. They learn 
to drill; they learn to OBEY. Implicit obedience to 
orders is a fundamental requirement in a soldier. No 
matter how good he may be in other ways, he is of 
no use to the army until he learns to obey. 


The “basic training” of a Christian is to learn to 
obey the rules.” If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments, said Jesus, the Captain of our salvation. No 
matter how much we say that we believe or love our 
Commander in Chief, we can only prove our faith 
and our love by our devotion and obedience. Obey- 
ing the rules is making our lives conform to His Law 
and His Life. We must seek to please Him Who 
has called us into service in His army. I wonder how 
many of us forget that we have enlisted in His army. 
We have not joined a picnic party, or a group of 
tourists, or a body of on-lookers who watch the sol- 
diers drill and get all excited over the pretty uniforms 
ind the thrilling music of the band. No! We are a 
part of the army. Our place is out on the field drill- 
ing, and later on the firing line where the fighting 
is fierce. We must learn to Obey the Rules, and 
tight the good fight of faith. 


When we have finished our basic training we may 
be shipped over seas to some battlefield, or we may 
be stationed here at home. For the Christian, how- 
ever, there is fighting all along the line, whether he 
s at home or abroad. Someone has well said, “We 
te born on a battlefield.” Life itself is a battle; the 

tld, the flesh, and the devil, are combined against 

The enemy is strong. The fighting extends to 
ery heart, every home, every community, to every 
ition. Those who fight against us are numbered by 

e millions. 


A good soldier does not entangle himself with the 
tairs of this life; he has all he can do on the battle 
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line. He must by no means become involved in trea- 
sonable talks with rhe enemy. I am afraid that some 
of us who profess to be good soldiers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ are sometimes guilty of “flirting with 
the enemy.” A soldier who does this is liable to be 
courtmartialed as a traitor. What would our Com- 
mander think if he found us on the dance floor, in a 
night club, or a gambling den, or a saloon? 


The case of the athlete, the contender in the games, 
is very similar to that of a soldier. If it is a football 
game there will be umpires and referees to see that 
there are no infractions of the rules. Penalties will 
be imposed if the rules are violated, and sometimes 
such a penalty will mean a touchdown for the other 
side. In a wrestling match one night I saw the ref- 
eree give the match to one man because the other 
had violated the rules. 


We can easily apply this to our discipline as Chris- 
tians. We are free, but not free to do as we please. 
The driver of an automobile is free, but not free to 
drive on the wrong side of the road, or to drive reck- 
lessly and endanger the lives of other people. There 
are regulations which guide our conduct. If we ex- 
pect to win in a game we must abide by the rules. 
One of the rules for the Christian is to keep our- 
selves unspotted from the world, 


IV. “Run with Patient Endurance,” ( Weymouth ) 
Hebrews 12:1-4 


It is not the man who begins the race, but the man 
who finishes it, who wins the prize. It is not always 
the man at the head when the race starts, who wins; 
it is the one who is at the head when it ends. 


The great cloud of witnesses, the heroes of faith 
in chapter eleven, can tell you that this is true. It 
takes patient endurance all the way, a faith that con- 
tinues to perform, that endures to the end. 


There are certain things to be laid aside if we are 
to run well. The man who is sitting on the bench, 
waiting for the race to begin, will have on extra 
clothing, but when he steps up to the line he will 
strip to his running clothes. There are sins and 
weights which we are to put off. We can apply these 
figures of speech in many ways. Whatever will hin- 
ler us in running the race is to be cast aside. 


Looking to Jesus the Author and Finisher (Per- 
fector) of our faith. In Him we see the perfect 
Example. But we see more than that. We have in 


Him the One Who called us to run the race, and the 
One Who will strengthen us, if we look to Him. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 15. 









REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





“Christ-The Hope Of The World” 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “O Could | Speak The Matchless Worth’ 
Prayer 
Scripture: I] Corinthians 5:14-21 


Hymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Ful- 


filling” 
Offering 
Hymn: “The Morning Light Is Breaking 


PROGRAM LEADER 


“Christ—the Hope of the World this is the 
theme which has been adopted for discussion by the 
World Council of Churches as it meets this month in 
Evanston, Illinois. The World Council has come in 
for justifiable criticism for some of its un-churchly 
pronouncements in the fields of politics and econom- 
ics, but even the critics of the World Council will 
agree that this theme is a good one. The discussion 
of this theme at Evanston will probably be of a theo- 
logical nature. Our discussion of it in this program 
will be of a more practical nature. 


The first speaker will explain why Christ is the 
hope of the world, the second speaker will tell of 
some of the encouraging signs seen in the world to- 
day, and the third speaker will suggest what we 
should be doing to lead the world to Christ and to 
hope. 


First Speaker: 


Christ is the hope of the world because Christ has 
the answer to the world’s need. The need of the 
world is to have its human inhabitants spiritually re- 
created. There are no evils of society or government 
or business which cannot be cured, or at least greatly 
helped, by a wide-spread spiritual revival. What the 
world really needs is a revival, and Christ is the hope 


of such a revival. It is through Him that spiritual 


renewal is possible 


In our Scripture lesson we heard 
these words, “If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature.” Christ is able to free men both from the 
guilt of sin and from its power. He then fills their 
lives with His Spirit, and 


creatures. 


they are truly new spiritual 


One of our missionaries, home from Africa on fur- 
lough, recently said that the greatest thrill of mis- 
sionary work was seeing the change that Christ made 
in the lives of the natives. He said all the discour- 
agements and hardships of the work were out-weigh- 
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ed by the joy of seeing such wonderful spiritual 
transformations as took place on the mission field 
African natives who would lie and steal and be im- 
moral when it was easier to be truthful, honest, and 
pure have been completely and miraculously changed 
by Christ. It is because Christ is able to effect this 
spiritual change in the life of a human being that 
we can say He is the hope of the world. 


Someone may object that there have always been 
those who refuse to believe in Christ and submit 
their lives to Him even when they had full oppor 
tunity. This is quite true. Our own nation is an 
example of that. There are many people among us 
who have never allowed Christ to transform their 
lives. There are others who have professed to be 
lieve in Christ but have not fully yielded their lives 
to Him. Wherever you find unbelievers and imma 
ture Christians, you will find sin and the evil which 
results from it. On the other hand, wherever you 
tind devout Christians, you will find that their influ 
ence has worked like leaven to improve the whole 
social and economic structure in which they live. The 
humane laws, the high educational and health stand 
ards in our own nation are due to Christian influence 
Christ is the hope of the world because He not only 
improves the lot of the individual who believes in 
Him, but He also improves the society of which that 
individual is a member. 


Second Speaker: 


It is easy to be pessimistic about the condition of 
the world, but there are some real signs of hope 
There are some encouraging indications that the 
people of the world are looking to Christ as their 
hope. The Bible continues to be the best seller 
among books. The American Bible Society and other 
Bible distributing organizations have more requests 
for copies of the Scriptures than they can fill. Many 
of these requests come from lands we think of as 
being pagan. Our missionaries report wonderful in 
terest and enthusiasm among their people. Often the 
devotion of these foreign Christians is such as to put 
us to shame. Another hopeful sign is the way in 
which throngs of people on two continents have 
eagerly heard and responded to the Gospel messages 
of Billy Graham and other well known evangelists 
Many are predicting that a world-wide revival is ir 
the making, and there are certainly some clear signs 
to confirm that prediction 


Third Speaker: 


Since Christ is indeed the hope of the world anc 
since there are some indications that the world is 
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‘king to Christ as its hope in an increasing way, 
vhat ought we to be doing about it? We, who are 
ready believers, are convinced that we ought to do 

re than sit as spectators to watch the coming of 
vival. How can we have a part in it? There are 
vo very important ways for young people to share 

the spiritual renewal of the world. 


The first way is to pray with all our hearts that 

t will come to pass. It is far too often that we un- 
lerestimate the power of prayer. Many have traced 
the success of the Billy Graham campaigns in Amer- 
and England to the prayer support which they 
received. Every Christian can pray for revival, and 
we believe that every prayer is heard and answered. 


The second thing every young person can do is to 
yield his life to the will of God. If there is a revival 
in our generation, it will be a Spirit-led revival. It 
will mean that the Spirit of God is working mightily 
in the lives of all kinds of people who are wholly 
yielded to His leading. If young people will both 
pray for revival and submit their lives to the Lord to 
be used in whatever way He sees fit, then we can 
have revival and we will see with our own eyes how 
Christ can transform the world. 


Women’s Work 


Resolutions Growing Out 
Of A Christian Conference 


|. Realizing that from 60 to 80% of the people 
who come into our Church on profession of faith 
come through the Sunday School 











I will find a place to work in my Sunday School 
and I will seek to know and reach the unchurched 
individuals in the group to which I belong. 


2. Since it is estimated that more than 40% of 
the Assembly's goal in Evangelism must be reached 
through outpost Sunday Schools. 


I will offer my services to my pastor and session 
for outpost work and use my Sunday afternoons in 
mission service. 

3. Since I believe that when we pray for our min- 
isters we help to fire them with the Spirit of God, a 
new zeal for souls and power for preaching 


I will pray regularly for my own minister, and 
each week for the ministers in my community, pres- 
bytery, synod and Assembly, and for those of other 
denominations who are preaching the Gospel of 
Christ. 


4. History revealing that every effective witness 
has settled with God the money question on His own 
terms 


I will seek to know and apply the Christian prin- 
ciples of Stewardship and bring my tithes and offer- 
ings to the Lord, giving at least one-tenth of my 
money to His work 


5. Knowing that a true Christian community and 
world will come about by the prayer and work of 
redeemed men and women 


I will seek to know my part and be a faithful and 
intelligent citizen, exercising the privilege of the 
ballot and using the opportunities I have to lend in- 
fluence as a Christian in the issues of community 
life and of nation. 


6. Realizing that Christian politicians are essential 
to a Christian government 


[ will pray for increased power and influence for 
those Christians who are in my nation and state capi- 
tols, and for other Christians to be put into positions 
of influence and authority in my government. 


7. Realizing afresh that personal Bible reading, 
prayer and public worship are essential to a strong 
Christian life 


[ will use these means that I may grow in grace 
and be more useful to Christ for the building of His 
Kingdom. 





Hinton, West Virginia 
July 15, 1954 
Open Letter 


Presbyterians of West Virginia 
Dear Friends: 


Dreams come true! On May seventh, which will 
always be an outstanding historical date for our 
Synod, West Virginia presented to the Mission Court 
Board, Richmond, Virginia, a check for $12,000.00, 
the sum needed to complete the West Virginia unit. 
That check was West Virginia's over and above token 
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for the missionaries, who are our ambassadors for 
Christ in far away places. 


I am writing you, therefore, with a song in my 
heart and praise upon my lips, because on May 7th 
we broke ground for the West Virginia Furlough 
Home. Except for one $1,000.00, and one $500.00 
gift, the sums have ranged from 10c to $100.00. 
Many gifts from many women, thus making it truly 
a West Virginia building. A host of Christian wom- 
en were needed to do what one man of wealth could 
have done with ease. 


If there were time I could take you behind the 
scenes and give you a thrilling story of God's provi- 
dential leading in this project. Suffice it to say the 
emphasis has been first and last upon willing gifts, 
and love offerings. West Virginia measured up to 
her stewardship and with the $12,000.00, went her 
heart interest. There are few, if any, women in West 
Virginia, who do not now know about Mission Court 
and love it. 


And why, you ask, have I been so intensely inter- 
ested in the building? As Synodical President thirty 
years ago, when West Virginia was young and weak, 
I did nothing about the vacant West Virginia lot at 
Mission Court. Lately when the Synod, placed upon 
me the responsibility of securing the $12,000.00, 
needed to complete the project, I felt as though God 
had given me a second chance to redeem West Vir- 
ginia’s debt to our beloved missionaries, and I ac- 
cepted the challenge with a real sense of mission. 
The joy of the service has been its own reward. 


How I would love to share with you my letter file 
—some letters disappointing, but some so encourag- 
ing they spurred me on in my letter writing solicita- 
tion. 


The women of West Virginia can now meet our 
missionaries unashamed because they have worked 
for and contributed to the long needed Furlough 
Home. 


From my window in my adopted State of West 
Virginia, I can now look across the miles and the 
mountains to my native State of Virginia, and see 
West Virginia joining hands with her big sisters, 
Virginia and North Carolina, as they minister to our 
missionaries at Mission Court. 


Women of West Virginia, I congratulate you upon 
your success and challenge you to pray for God's 
blessing upon all who had a share in the erection of 
the home, and for all who will make it their home. 


The West Virginia Furlough Home will be a glory 
to God and a benediction to the missionaries. 


May the days ahead be ones of joyful service for 
all you, my West Virginia friends. 


Faithfully yours, 


Emma Wysor Dunlap 
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An Open Letter 


Dear Friends: 


To all of you who are responsible for sending th 
many packages of lovely cards I am deeply gratefu 
May God give you the recompense for us! At onc 
I sorted them for use in the work and to give away 
Since I do not feel the need of recreation (since the 
work is so all absorbing and delightful demandin; 
all our time anyway) I consider letter writing an 
handling the beautiful cards my diversion. The 
beautiful colors and designs satisfy my love of beauty 
and the hundreds who are made happy gladden my 
heart. What better fun could one desire? 


Once again my sincere thanks. Soon another Mis 
sionary Correspondence Department letter should gi 
telling of the continuous growth of God's work here 


Gladly your missionary and gratefully your friend, 


/S/ (Mrs. J. M.) Myrtle S. Sydenstrickes 





The Bible And 
Bibleless Service Men 


The greatest evangelistic opportunity among the 
youth of our nation today lies with young men and 
women in our armed services. Religious leaders who 
have engaged in preaching missions at numerous 
camps, forts, stations and bases join with hundreds of 
chaplains in saying that here is a wide open mission 
ary field which lies right at our door. 


Every enlisted man has a personal, private interview 
with a chaplain shortly after he dons the uniform. At 
the time of this first visit, he is offered a Testament, 
or if he prefers, a whole Bible. Who supplies these 
copies of the Word of God? You do, and others like 
you who provide the $205,000 needed annually by 
the American Bible Society for Scripture volumes for 
service personnel. This includes pulpit Bibles for 
chapels at home and abroad, ashore and afloat, and 
Gospel portions for those in hospitals and‘everywhere 
else a chaplain goes on his visits. 


Since 1820 the American Bible Society has never 
refused to respond to the request of any chaplain or 
responsible officer for Scripture volumes. Many times, 
as during the Civil War years and the years of the two 
World Wars, the distribution has exceeded a million 
volumes annually. 


Are the books read? Those in a position to know 
say, “Yes, more so than among civilians of compar- 
able age.” The American Bible Society helps with 
this, too, and provides without charge leaflets on 
Bible reading, which chaplains circulate by the thous- 
ands. The Society also furnishes free to chaplains a 
booklet on the most successful ways of using the 
Bible in his specialized ministry. 


At more than one recruit-training station, when 
each man is offered a Bible by his chaplain, he is also 
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ed if he would like to have two copies of the So- 
ty’s list of daily Bible readings, one for himself and 
other to send to his family, so the home folks can 
1) him in reading the same passages of Scripture 
h day. A special little check-off sheet is available 
issist him to record his reading of a chapter a day 
il he has finished the entire volume. 


While I was in Japan I regularly visited the 
unded Marines being evacuated from Korea,” wrote 
Chaplain Carroll M. Herson to the Bible Society. 
everal were young men who had attended the Bible 
study classes on our ship coming across the Pacific. 
On that trip they received Bible or Testaments pub- 
lished by your Society. It would have thrilled you, as 
it did me, to see the boys pull out their Testaments 
from their pockets, most of them smeared with mud 
and often blood-stained, as they testified to the power 
of God’s Word to strengthen and sustain them in 
combat and particularly when they were wounded, 
some of them lying for a considerable time in a filthy 
rice paddy or out under the hot sun on a parched 
hillside. 


4 
Ss 


£ 


Their Testaments were all they brought back. Pic- 
tures of wives, children, parents and sweethearts were 
often carefully fastened inside of the cover. When | 
would offer them a new, clean edition for their old 
one, they would refuse, saying that the old one had 
been with them through thick and thin and they 
wouldn’t think of parting with it.” 


None of us can ever figure the value of such gifts 
in terms of numbers of volumes. The human factor is 
vastly more important. A chaplain’s newsletter com- 
ing from overseas quoted three men as saying, when 
they showed their worn and frayed Testaments, “You 
couldn’t get my New Testament from me.” All of 
them had received their New Testaments from their 
chaplains, 


One of these Testaments sent to our Armed Forces 
fell into the hands of a soldier cut off in a shell-hole. 
He wrote: “We spent a week in that shell-hole; our 
food was gone the first day, the only water we had 
was from melted snow. I think we might have died if 
it hadn't been for the little Testament the chaplain 
had given me. We took turns reading it; that book 
brought us through. 


More than one soldier, non-Protestant, sometimes 
non-Christian has idly picked up a Testament or Por- 
tion from a table or literature rack, opened it out of 
curiosity, and then reread it with grateful satisfaction 

t finding the religion he wanted and needed. After 
more reading such discoverers have often sought out a 
chaplain and arranged for religious instruction, but 
the way to Christian commitment was opened by 
reading the Book. 


The unfinished business of Christians is to win the 
world for Christ. The best tangible gift a Christian 
can make to the world is that one Book which brings 
hope of redemption to all mankind. Those in the 
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armed services provide the most unusual and strategic 
Opportunity of our generation to win youth to such a 
knowledge of the Bible that it will become their most 
beloved Book. Such Christian citizens who will be 
raised up through familiarity with the teachings of 
the Scriptures will exemplify Isaiah’s promise (54:- 
13): “And thy children shall be taught of the Lord; 
and great shall be the peace of thy children.” 


Bible Society Record 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Fall session begins 
September 6, 1954 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 


















where the roads ore muddiest . .. 
where the need is greatest? . . 


there you will find PTL Gospel teams 
taking the Word of God to the people of 
Japan, Formosa, Korea. Go with them, 
through your prayers and your gifts. 
i A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


E Zo  —— ort ts 
The Pocket, Testament, League 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


Church News 


Vegro Work Campaign 














Atlanta, Ga., July 15S—(PN)—Contributions to 
the Negro Work Campaign of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., have passed the $1,000,000 mark. 


A report of funds received was made here today 
by Mr. G. B. Strickler, treasurer of the Board of 
Church Extension, to the annual summer meeting of 
the Board. As of June 30 the amount received by 
the Church in payment of pledges and other types of 
donations to the campaign had reached $1,012,856.73. 


Pledges to the campaign as of the same date had 
reached $2,221,646.60, Mr. Strickler reported to the 
Board. A total of 474 churches have paid their 
pledges in full. 


Proration of funds on hand as of the end of June 
was made July 6, and the funds sent by Mr. Strickler 
to Stillman College, designated to receive half of the 
total contributed toward the campaign, brings the 
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amount made available to the Church's Negro college 
to $438,049.07. A similar amount, Mr. Strickler re- 
ported, has been turned over to the Board of Church 
Extension for its development and expansion of the 
Negro work of the Church. The remaining $136,- 
758.59 of the total amount received, has gone to pay 
for the initial expenses of the campaign, maintenance 
of the campaign office, and continuing of the office 
for receiving pledged amounts. 


Dr. R. McFerran Crowe New 
President Of Belhaven College 


Dr. R. McFerran Crow assumed his duties as the 
new President of Belhaven College on July 1, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Guy T. Gillespie, who has retired. 


As one of his first official acts as Administrator of 
the College, President Crowe announced that Dr. 
Charles Gregg Singer of Salem College, Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, will head the History Depart- 
ment and serve as Vice-President of the College. 


Dr. Crowe was called to the presidency of the just- 
ly-famed Presbyterian college from the pastorate of 
the North Avenue Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
one of the outstanding churches of the denomination. 


Dr. Singer, to whom Dr. Crowe was attracted by 
the products of his teaching, comes from Salem Col- 
lege in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where he was 
Chairman of the Department of History. 





Board Of World Missions 
July 22, 1954. 


At its recent meeting the Board of World Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church U. S. appointed one new 
missionary to Japan and approved giving two associ- 
ate missionaries in the Congo full missionary status. 


Miss June Lamb of Asheville, North Carolina has 
been appointed as a Medical Social Worker to Japan. 
She graduated from Lees-McRae Junior College and 
attended Catawba College in Salisbury, North Caro- 
lina. Miss Lamb served in the Waves from March 
1945 to July 1946. She received her B.S. degree from 
St. Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri and attend- 
ed the University of North Carolina this past year. 
She worked as an x-ray technician in the Norburn 
Hospital of Asheville for two years. From October 
1950 to October 1952 she served as an x-ray techni- 
cian for the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission in 
Japan. She is a member of Oak Forest Presbyterian 
Church of Enka, North Carolina. She is now attend- 
ing the Institute for Outgoing Missionaries in Mon- 
treat and will be ready to go to the field as soon as 
she completes the required work at the Assembly's 
Training School this fall. 


Rev. and Mrs. Harry Punt of Holland and Belgium 
who have been serving in our Congo Mission since 
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1944 as associate missionaries have now been given 
full missionary status. They will continue to serve as 
evangelistic missionaries. 





Dr. William M. Elliott, pastor of the Highland 
Park Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas was elected 
Chairman of the Board of World Missions at its meet- 
ing in Montreat on July 13. Dr. Elliott has been a 
member of the Board since 1938. First Vice-Chair- 
man is Dr. James A. Jones of Myers Park Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina and Second Vice-Chairman 
is Mr. W. H. McCord, a layman from Nashville, 


Tennessee. 





The Board approved plans for the establishment of 
a liberal arts Christian college in Korea. It is felt that 
such a college is desperately needed for the training 
of leadership for the Korean Church. The college 
will be located at Taejon and the Rev. W. A. Linton 
has been designated to head up the school. A most 
cordial invitation is being extended to the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A 
to join with our Mission in the establishment of the 
college. Plans for the college will be made in close 
consultation with the Korean Church. 





It was reported to the Board of World Missions 
that the Easter Offering had reached a total of $110,- 
000, the largest such offering ever made. The Board 
allocated $50,000 of this over and above offering for 
the distribution of government surplus food to needy 
areas, through the Share Our Surplus program of 
Church World Service, which will supply one million 
dollars worth of food. 





Rev. and Mrs. Harold T. Bridgman now serving as 
pastor of the church in Houma, Louisiana was for- 
merly retired by the Board of World Missions at its 
recent meeting. Mr. and Mrs. Bridgman served in 
China from 1920 until they wete forced to leave 
by the Communists. 





Rev. and Mrs. John Coffin of our Congo Mission 
announce the birth of a son, Paul Caswell, II on 
April 30 in Brussels. 


A daughter, Elizabeth Leticia, was born on May 21 
in Korea to Dr. and Mrs. Paul S. Crane of our Mis 
sion there. 


Robert Donnell McCall, Jr., was born on June 
in Kobe, Japan, the son of Rev. and Mrs. Robert Don 
nell McCall, of our Mission there. 


A son, Robert Cary, was born on June 1 in Kobe 
Japan to Dr. and Mrs. Ovid Bush of our Missior 
there. 


Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Gartrell of our Brazil Mission 
announce the birth of a son. David Gordon. on Ma 
20 in Ceres, Brazil. 
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Pamela Pack Pritchard was born on June 9 in 
Congo to Mr. and Mrs. John Pritchard of our Mis- 


yn there. 


A daughter, Helen Frances, was born on June 9 in 
Adanta, Georgia to Mr. and Mrs. John Vass of our 
Congo Mission who are now on furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Pettis of our Korea Mission 
:nnounce the birth of a son, Ernest Wardlaw, III in 
Chunju on June 15. 


Janet Lynn McLane was born on May 24 in Sao 
Paulo to Rev.and Mrs. Rogers McLane of our Brazil 
Mission. 


A daughter, Elizabeth Austin, was born on July 13 
n Wheaton, Illinois to Rev. and Mrs. Day Carper 


of our Congo Mission who are now on furlough. 





FROM CONGO: 


Rev. and Mrs. Day Carper and family arrived in 
New York on June 8 for their regular furlough. 


Rev. and Mrs. Wm. R. Reily and family are sched- 
uled to arrive in New York on September 10 for their 
regular furlough. 


Dr. and Mrs. George Couser are scheduled to leave 
Congo about the middle of August for their regular 
furlough. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Worth will be arriving in this 
country sometime in August for their regular fur- 
lough 


TO BRAZIL: 


Miss Ann Pipkin and Rev. and Mrs. Douglas 
Charles and family are scheduled to sail in August 
after having spent their regular furlough in this 
country. 


TO KOREA: 


Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Hopper are scheduled to sail 
on August 20 after furlough in this country. 


Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Codington and family are 
also scheduled to sail on August 20 after their reg- 
ular furlough. 


FROM JAPAN: 


Rev. and Mrs. John Barksdale and family arrived 
in this country in July on an emergency health fur- 
lough. 





Eastern Heights Presbyterian 
Church, Savannah, Georgia 

Eastern Heights Presbyterian Vacation Bible School 
has come to a successful close under the able direc- 
tion of Miss Ruth Wilson, new DC E. Two hun- 
red sixty five children were enrolled. At the close 
of the School 32 accepted Christ as Saviour. 
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Rev. George Washington Gideon 


Atlanta, Ga., July 15—(PN )—Funeral services for 
the Rev. George Washington Gideon, one of the 
leading Negro ministers in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., were held here today. The distinguished min- 
ister, three times moderator of Snedecor Memorial 
Synod, died July 11 at 80 years of age. 


The Rev. A. E. Fortune, pastor of Rice Memorial 
Presbyterian Church which Mr. Gideon organized in 
1924, presided at the services. Eleven other min- 
isters and church workers, both Negro and white, 
from his own denomination and others, paid tribute 
to Mr. Gideon. 


Rev. Alex W. Hunter 
Goes To New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS — Rev. Alex W. Hunter, a 
native of Louisville, Ky., will arrive in New Orleans 
about Aug. Ist and begin shortly thereafter the min- 
istry at First Presbyterian Church, 5401 South Clai- 
borne Avenue, according to Emile H. Dieth, elder at 
First Church and chairman of the nominating com- 
mittee. Rev. Hunter, 42, who comes to New Orleans 
from Macon Road Presbyterian Church in Memphis, 
Tenn., succeeds the Rey. David H. Edington Jr., who 
resigned 10 months ago to fill the post at Springhill 
Church in Mobile, Ala. The interim pastor has been 
Rev. William Kennon also of Louisville. 








The Plan Of Unon With 


Analysis And Interpretation 


The Permanent Committee on Cooperation and 
Union has ordered 15,000 copies of the Plan of 
Union. After supplying copies for ruling elders who 
will attend meetings of presbyteries, about 11,500 
copies will be available at 25c each postpaid. Orders 
will be filled as received as long as the supply lasts. 
There will be no opportunity to secure copies after 
the present supply is exhausted. It is very important 
that remittance accompany order. 


Copies of the 16 page leaflet “Analysis and Inter- 
pretation of the Proposed Plan of Union” are still 
available. Copies will be mailed to each church in 
the General Assembly so that every ruling elder may 
have one. Others may secure copies while they last 
at the following prices: 


Single copies Sc each 
50 copies 4c each 
100 copies 3'4c each 
500 copies 3c each 
1000 copies 2c each 
Send orders for Plan and Leafletp WITH REMIT- 
TANCE to the undersigned. 


E. C. SCOTT 
341 A Ponce de Leon Avenue NE 
Atlanta 5, Georgia 
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Montgomery Presbytery 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 233rd Stated 
Session in the Fairlawn Presbyterian Church of Rad- 
ford, Virginia, on Tuesday July 20, 1954. There were 
present 38 Ministers and 49 Ruling Elders. Rev. 
James E. Long of Iron Gate, Virginia, was elected 
Moderator. Rev. E. D. Vaughan was granted evan- 
gelistic powers. Motion was carried that a special 
meeting of Presbytery be held after the Fall Meeting 
of Presbytery for the purpose of prayer, and con- 
fession, and seeking the Will of God in the great 
issues now before the Church. A Committee of six, 
three for and three against the proposed plan of union 
with the Northern and the United Presbyterian 
Churches, was appointed to study the plan and bring 
in a report on it at the Fall Meeting of the Presby- 
tery. It was ordered that the plan of union’s categor- 
ical question be voted on at the Spring Meeting of 
Presbytery in 1955. Candidate H. Ray Woody was 
received from East Hanover Presbytery, licensed, and 
arrangements made for his ordination and installation 
as pastor of the Church of Buchanan and Virginia. 


Mr. Paul D. Buzard of the Fairlawn Church was 
received under the care of the Presbytery as a candi- 
date for the Ministry. 


Rev. B. F. Sperow was granted permission to labor 
one more year at Narrows, beginning September 1, 
1954. 

Rev. T. C. Bales was approved as Temporary Sup- 
ply for the Clifton Forge Church to begin on Sep- 
tember 1, 1954, the date of his automatic retirement 
as pastor of that church. 

Rev. Dailey D. Young was nominated to be Mod- 
erator of our next Stated Meeting (the 234th) which 
will be held in the Low Moor Church on October 26, 
1954. 


A memorial to the late Dr. P. Frank Price was read. 


E. W. Smith, S. C. 





St. Simons Island, Georgia 


After seven years and nine months from the date of 
its organization this Church laid the cornerstone of a 
new church plant on June 28 at the hour of morning 
worship. Representatives of all departments of the 
Church’s work took a part in the service. After the 
Communion Service in the Community Church, where 
it now worships, the congregation went to the site of 
the new plant on King’s Way, the main approach to 
the Pier section of the Island. 

The pastor had the Call To Worship, Responsive 
Readings, Prayer of Consecration and the Benediction. 
Elan. W. L. Wilkes, Supt. of the Sunday School, gave 
the Invocation. Mallery Masters, representative of the 
Youth Groups and a candidate for the Ministry, read 
the Scriptural message in I Peter 2:3-9. The Historic 
papers and pictures were deposited in the copper box 
by Mrs. Edwin Fendig, Sr., President of the Women 
of the Church, with Mrs. Daniel Boone, Treasurer. 
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They were assisted by Elder W. M. Anderson, super- 
vising Architect, associated with Abreu and Robi- 
son, the architectural Firm in charge there. Deacon 
Tom Gash, Chairman of the Building Committee, 
expressed his thanks to the many who have assisted 
him in his work. The cornerstone was laid by the 
two remaining charter members Elders Dr. C. M. 
Ward and B. A. Beard. They were assisted by 
Deacon Wm. A. Way, Chairman of the Finance 
Committee and Mr. Cliff Cole, Superintendent of 
construction, 


The Service closed with the Doxology and the 
Apostolic benediction. 


This Church was organized September 29, 1946 
with 46 Charter members. It now has 238. It became 
self-supporting in April of 1950. The Building Fund 
Campaign was launched at a Dinner meeting March 
1, 1951, at which Dr. J. R. McCain, then the Presi- 
dent of Agnes Scott College, was the speaker. The 
plant, equipment, building site and landscaping will 
cost about $125,000. The building covers 8,200 
square feet, and provides a Sanctuary, Chapel, Edu- 
cational plant and Social room and Kitchen. We hope 
and plan to dedicate the church on our eighth Birth- 
day Anniversary, September 26, with Dinner on the 
Grounds! as is our custom. 





Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in a sweltering day- 
long session held its 205th stated session in the 
McQuay Memorial Presbyterian Church, of which 
Rev. Bland Dudley has recently been installed pas- 
tor, on July 20th. Dr. Henry G. Bedinger was suc- 
ceeded as moderator by Mr. J. B. Kuykendall, an el- 
der in the Covenant Church. Rev. W. F. Mitchell was 
received from the Mississippi Valley Presbytery of 
the Associate Reformed Church and a commission 
was appointed to install him pastor of the Sunset 
Hills Presbyterian Church. Rev. W. T. Taylor was 
received from the Baptist Church and has begun 
work for the Presbytery in two Negro Housing proj- 
ects in Charlotte. 


Mr. Clifford D. Caldwell was received as a candi- 
date for the ministry from Holston Presbytery and 
with Mr. Vance Baucom, our own candidate, was 
examined with a view to ordination. A commission 
was appointed to ordain and install Mr. Baucom pas 
tor of the W. H. Belk Presbyterian Church on July 
25th. On August Ist Mr. Caldwell will be ordained 
and installed pastor of the St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church. A commission was appointed to install Rev 
T. S. Garner, Jr. pastor of the new Forest Hill Pres- 
byterian Church—on Sept. 12th. 


Four young men were received under the care of 
the Presbytery as candidates for the ministry: Arthur 
McKee Dye, Jr., of the Caldwell Memorial Church 
James Hoyt Sell, Jr., a member of the First Presby 
terian Church of Monroe; Leslie Auston Everett, Jr., 
also of the First Church, Monroe; and James Preston 
Sample III, of the Amity Church. 
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A benevolence budget of $406,629.00 was adopted 
r Synod and Assembly causes. The Moderator was 
ithorized to appoint a committee to implement the 
ward With Christ movement. Mr. Rufus A. Grier 
ported that the Bi-Centennial Committee is making 
progress in its plans to celebrate the two hundredth 
anniversary of organized Presbyterianism within 
Mecklenburg County. 


The discussion and vote on union was docketed for 
10:00 A. M. during the January 1955 meeting. A 
special committee was appointed to study and guide 
the Presbytery in its presentation: Dr. Monroe Gil- 
mour, M.D., Mr. A. R. Shaw, Revs. L. I. Stell, S. M. 
Inman, Chas. G. McClure and S. H. Zealy. 


Dr. Warner L. Hall was nominated for moderator 
of the next meeting to be held in the Cooks Memori- 
al Church on September 14th. 


R. H. Stone, Secretary. 





Tuscaloosa Presbytery Protests 
Against Assembly's Advice 
July 20, 1954 
WHEREAS, by the action of the 1954 General As- 


sembly, when less than 300 ministers and elders as- 
sumed the prerogative of advising three quarters of 
1 million Southern Presbyterians as to their Christian 
duty in the matter of race segregation, thus creating 
a gross public misunderstanding and a feeling of re- 
sentment on the part of thousands of Presbyterians, 
and 


WHEREAS, the modern agitators of this question 
which is so full of dynamite in southern society and 
tradition, have no Biblical grounds for their pious 
conclusions, else far wiser theologians, Biblical inter- 
preters, and noted Evangelists, would have made the 
discovery long ere this, and 


WHEREAS, to disrupt our southern pattern of 
race segregation, would ultimately result in race 
mongrelization, which result would become a “stench 
in the nostrils” of all true lovers of race purity, and 


WHEREAS, with good will, kirdlv feeling, and 
charity to all races, especially that of the negro race, 
which during the past hundred years under southern 
influence and kindly aid and sympathy, has made 
more progress in religion, education, and commercial 
idvancement, than has any other race in the history 
of the world in the same length of time, and 


WHEREAS, the acceptance of such advice as re- 
cently handed down would create a spirit of ill feel- 
ing between both races which does not now exist, and 
would give the negro race a setback in progress that 
would require another century to overcome, therefore 


BE IT RESOLVED, that inasmuch as our West- 
minster Confession of Faith states that since the time 
of the Apostles, church councils may err, and have 
erred, (Paragraph 3, Chapter 33) this Presbytery un- 
€quivocally rejects the recommendation of the 1954 
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General Assembly on race segregation, as being ill 
advised and thus in error, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Presby- 
tery reaffirms the time-honored, and undisputed right 
of the various church sessions in the “grass roots” of 
our Assembly, which has made such phenominal prog- 
ress and favorof God, are fully evidenced in its pulsat- 
ing life of evangelism, missions, and stewardship, we 
therefore, confidently feel that these lower courts are 
fully competent to take care of the life, the welfare, 
and continued progress of our great church. 





July 9, 1954 
To The Sessions of the Churches of 
Wilmington Presbytery: 


Brethren: 


The Session of the Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, 
Rose Hill, N. C., in session July 8, 1954 with the 
pastor and seven of the eight active Ruling Elders 
present, adopted the enclosed letter by a vote of 
6 to 1. 


Mr. H. E. Latham asks that it be recorded that he 
was opposed to sending the letter to the sessions of 
other Churches, but was in agreement with the con- 
tents of the letter. 


Rev. W. H. Allison, the Moderator, being a mem- 
ber of the Session and in view of the fact that this 
letter is going out in the name of the Session, wishes 
it known that he takes the following exceptions to 
statements in the letter: 


|. In the 4th paragraph: While the term “un-Chris- 
tian” is a harsh term, I cannot deny that segrega- 
tion falls short of the Christian ideal expressed in 
the command of Christ that we love one another 
as He has loved us. 
I cannot deny that segregation is contrary to the 
teaching of Scripture, because I have to admit 
that both the specific teachings and the spirit of 
the New Testament make for a spirit of Chris- 
tian fellowship that works against it. 
I cannot say that I do not believe that segregation 
has obstructed the Church in its ministry to mem- 
bers of the colored race. While freely admitting 
that thousands of individual Presbyterians have 
shown a fine Christian spirit in their personal 
ministrations to individual negroes. the record of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., as a Church, shows 
clearly that the lock of contact with their church 
activities and spiritual interests has caused us to 
go our separate way, ignoring their spiritual 
needs almost completely and making our min- 
istry to the colored race negligible. 


In the Sth paragraph: To preach Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified is to preach the whole Gospel of 
salvation, which includes its strong social impli- 
cations. The mission of the Church is not only 
to preach Christ but to follow Him, which leads 
inevitably to social adjustments in our imperfect 
society. 
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3. In the 6th paragraph: As the action of the 
General Assembly is “commendatory” rather than 
“mandatory” (to use the words of Dr. J. B. 
Green) I do not reject its counsel, but will use 
it to re-examine my ministry to my fellowmen. 


Fraternally yours, 
M. L. Carr, Clerk 





Rose Hill, N. C. 
July 8, 1954 


Mount Zion Presbyterian Church 


To the Sessions of the Several Churches 
Wilmington Presbytery 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Brethren: 


The General Assembly of our church at its most 
recent session adopted a resolution requesting all low- 
er courts to abolish racial segregation in the churches, 
agencies and institutions under their jurisdiction and 
specifically called upon all sessions to admit persons 
to membership and fellowship in the congregations 
without reference to race. 


We do not lightly question any action of our high- 
est court or object to its counsel without invoking the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we undertake the re- 
sponsibility for making our own decision in the light 
of this resolution. We do not question the motives 
or doubt the sincerity of those who were responsible 
for it. 


Nevertheless, we hold it consistent with the con- 
stitution of the church and with the concept of de- 
mocracy itself that our own freedom of conscience 
involves the right to dissent. The right to dissent car- 
ries with it also the obligation to make our dissent 
known to those with whom we are associated in the 
church. For that reason we have addressed this letter 
to you. 


We deny that segregation of the races in the church 
is un-Christian or that it is contrary to the teaching 
of the Scripture. We do not believe that it has ob- 
structed the church in its ministry to members of the 
colored race. We reject the accusation that we have 
been less than Christian in our dealings with them as 
an utterance out of keeping with the spirit in which 
Christian brethren should address one another. 


We assert that it is not the mission of the church 
to advocate social revolution but to preach Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. We do not believe that it 
is in keeping with the mission of the church to force 
schisms upon the people whose sincerity of belief 
cannot be held in question. We cannot agree that the 
church should concern itself with measures which, 
whether by accident or design, will lead inevitably to 
miscegenation. . 


Whether any man agree with us or not, for us it 
is wrong to accept the counsel of the General As- 
sembly in this instance. We therefore reject it, not 
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in defiance, but with humility and humbleness of 
heart, firm in the conviction that we are right, as 
God has given us to see the right. 


“Let us not therefore judge one another any more 
but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling 
block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way .. . 
For he that in these things serveth Christ is accept- 
able to God, and approved of men. Let us therefore 
follow after the things which make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edify another.” 

Fraternally yours, 


The Session of Mt. Zion Church 
By M. L. Carr, Clerk 





Meridian Presbytery 


The One Hundred and Eighteenth stated meeting 
of the Presbytery of Meridian, Southern Presbyterian 
Church, was held in the Erata Presbyterian Church on 
Tuesday, July 20th. The Presbytery was called to 
order at 10 A. M. by the retiring Moderator, Rev. R 
G. Schwanebeck, pastor of the Jones Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church, Meridian, and he preached the 
opening sermon from the subject: “The Attributes 
of God.” 


The pastor of the host church, Rev. W. W. Bagby, 
who is also the Permanent Clerk of the Presbytery, 
welcomed the members of the Presbytery and visitors 


in behalf of the officers and members of the Erata 
Church. 


When the roll of the Presbytery was called by the 
Stated Clerk, Rev. L. A. Beckman Jr., the response 
showed a large attendance at this meeting. There were 
twenty three Ministers, and forty two Ruling Elders 
representing churches. Also, there were a number of 
visitors. 


Dr. J. Kelly Unger, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Meridian, was elected as the new Moderator 
and will hold this office for six months. 


Rev. R. L. Summers was received from New Or- 
leans Presbytery, and a Commission was appointed to 
install him as pastor in the First Presbvterian 
Church, Gulfport, to which he had been called, in 
the near future. 


Mr. John Russ, a Candidate for the Ministry, was 
examined and licensed to preach the Gospel. Mr 
Russ is a native of Long Beach, Miss., and took his 
training in Austin Theological Seminary, in Texas. 


Mr. Jack J. Wolf, a Candidate for the Ministry, 
was examined. He has been called to be the pastor 
of the Ocean Springs Church. A Commission was ap- 
pointed to ordain and install him in that church at 4 
larer date. Mr. Wolf is a native of Florida and took 
his training in Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga. 


The pastoral relation existing between Dr. ( 
Thomas Preer and the Collins Presbyterian Church 
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s dissolved at his request. He was given permis- 
n by the Presbytery to accept the call to become 
dent Worker on the campus of Mississippi South- 
1 College for Presbyterian Students, and he will also 
ch a course in Philosophy in the College. 


[he reports given by the four Commissioners to 
General Assembly, which met in Montreat, N. C., 
June, were heard by the Presbytery. 


The matter of the union of the Southern Presby- 
ian Church with the Northern Presbyterian Church 
d the United Presbyterian Church came up for con- 
leration. The matter was placed on the docket for 
e October meeting when the question will be voted 
at that time. 


The Presbytery heard reports from Commissions 
showing that Rev. V. O. Augusburger had been in- 
talled as pastor in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Biloxi; and that the Westminster Presbyterian Church 
had been organized in the city of Hattiesburg with 
eighty charter members. This newest church in the 
Presbytery has secured a meautiful lot within one 
block of Mississippi Southern College where their 
house of worship will be erected. 

During the noon recess the members of Presbytery 
and visitors enjoyed a delightful meal which was 
most generously provided by the Ladies of the Erata 
Church and spread on a long table in the shade of the 
lovely oak trees near the church building. 


The Presbytery accepted the invitation of the Petal 


Presbyterian Church to hold the October meeting 
with them. 





Central Mississippi Presbytery 


THE PRESBYTERY OF CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI 
met in summer session at the Old Madison Church 
near Canton on 15 July with 34 ministers and 54 
ruling elders in attendance. Dr. John Reed Miller 
preached the sermon for the retiring moderator, rul- 
ing elder Stokes V. Robertson on the subject: “The 
Sacrificial Death of Our Lord.” Memorials were 
given to 9 deceased ruling elders. The Rev. Herman 
Magee was elected Moderator. Pastoral Relationships 
dissolved: 1. Between Westminster church, Vicksburg 
and the Rev. John Thompson—He is to become pas- 
tor at French Camp and Huntsville and is to teach 
Bible in French Camp Academy. 2. Between the 
Rev. Dwyn Mounger and the Forest Church. He 
accepted a call to become Executive Secretary of Pres- 
bytery’s Committee on Church Extension. Mr. Virgil 
Pino was examined for ordination, was licensed and 
will be ordained and installed at Morton on 1 August. 
Two candidates for the ministry were received: Ju- 
lian Hamilton White from Central Church, Jackson, 
id H. C. Raymond from Indianola. This brings to 
19 the number of candidates on our roll. After full 

scussion Presbytery voted to consider the matter of 
Church Union which was answered in the negative 
by a vote of 64 to 9. Presbytery voted to concur 


with the Phillip Church and North Mississippi Pres- 
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bytery in an overture to Synod asking that the Phillip 
church be transferred to Central Mississippi Presby- 
tery in order that it might be grouped with Carroll- 
ton. The Commissioners to the General Assembly 
made their reports. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in Jackson during 
the meeting of Synod August 31-Sept. 1. The fall 
meeting will be in Yazoo City for the Centennial 
Celebration of Presbytery on 21 October. 


Dwyn M. Mounger 
Stated Clerk 





First Presbyterian Church, 
Bradenton, Florida, Calls Director 


On September 1, 1954, Miss Anna Bell Reese of 


Tupelo, Mississippi will become the Director for 
Christian Education of First Presbyterian Church, 
Bradenton, Florida. 





aici abaies College, Clinton, S. C. 


Clinton, S. C., July—A guidance and counseling 
program, to help South Carolina young people choose 
the occupations for which they are best qualified, is 
being established at Presbyterian College. 


President Marshall W. Brown today announced the 
settting up of a Guidance and Counseling Center, to 
be headed by a well-qualified psychologist. 


He said this program will provide an individual, 
scientific service to aid young people in their search 
for God’s will in their lives. Based on the premise 
that every job can be a Christian calling, the Center 
will help young people determine which types of oc- 
cupations they are best qualified to enter. 





Dr. John H. Marion, Jr., To 
Supply Community Church, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


According to a dispatch in the Durham Herald, 
July 25th, Dr. John H. Marion, Jr., of Bon Air, 
Virginia, will assume the pulpit of the Community 
Church of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, for the 
month of August. This is the church which is com- 
posed in great measure of members and officers who 
were removed, or removed themselves, from the 
Chapel Hill Presbyterian Church under the leader- 
ship of the then Rev. Charles M. Jones who de- 
mitted the ministry of The Presbyterian Church 
after an investigation of a commission of Orange 
Presbytery. 





| “I hereby give and bequeath to the Board 

' of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $— pines 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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IT SHOULD BE DROPPED 


A statement expressing the belief that it is wiser to continue 
our church as a separate and sovereign organization has been 
printed and a number of copies sent out over the church. 


Thousands of signatures have been placed on these copies 
and returned to us — so many we have not been able to count 
them. ( Also, frankly we are unable to decipher many of them so 
cannot print the names if we had the space to do so). 


But — one thing stands out clearly. The rank and file of the 
membership of our Church do not want the proposed union. 
They also feel that this continued pressure for union is hurting 
the work of the Church and causing division and strife. 


When an issue divides as sharply as this one does. When it 
has so little to offer and so much against it, then — 


IT SHOULD BE DROPPED 


Many evangelicals in the U. S. A. Presbyterian church are 
watching us, for they too feel that the greatest single hope for the 
preservation of a truly Presbyterian witness in America rests in 
the refusal of the Southern Presbyterian Church to become sub- 
merged in this present movement for “union.” 


‘ 


For the proposed “organic union” — The Answer is —‘No.” 


Write For Samples Of Literature 





| THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
| PRESERVATION AND 

| CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
| PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

| 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. —— Weaverville, N.C. 
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